AIDS under a competitive Medicaid program in a "second wave" state: Arizona's experience.
Arizona is a "second wave" state, ranking twenty-first among states in a number of reported AIDS cases. Interviews with 50 administrators and providers were used to determine how Arizona's Medicaid program, the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS), has responded to the AIDS epidemic. AHCCCS is a unique Medicaid program in which care is provided by health plans selected through competitive bidding on capitated rates. Policies that foster price competition among health plans may impede a timely and appropriate response to the AIDS epidemic, unless they take the character of this epidemic into account.